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There is strength in numbers 
and a community is only as 

strong as the people who 
support it. 
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In 2011, the Montville Education Foundation, Inc. (MEF) a non-profit corporation serving the community 
and schools completed its third year of operations.  MEF continues to embody the mission of the 
corporation in its daily activities. 

In our ongoing effort to be a responsive foundation we have continued to develop new ideas, mobilize 
resources, examine and revise current practices and solidify effective approaches to have an impact in 
our community and schools. As in all previous years, it remains the duty of our MEF Board of Directors 
to be stewards of our fiscal health and to further our mission of the corporation through effective 
fundraising and participation in MEF activities.   

As I look back on the past three years as President, it is with a great deal of pride in the hard work and 
efforts of my fellow board members, as well as a real sense of accomplishment in what we have 
achieved.  During this, the infancy of MEF, we have begun to shape its success.  MEF now has two 
fundraising special events and is focused on bringing two new events, to raise more money and widen 
our spheres of influence in the community.  Fundraising will be focused on these three signature events: 

 “Tee  it  up  for  Education”  Golf  Tournament,  our  annual  golf  outing; 
 “Friends   of   the   Foundation”   Annual   Appeal   Campaign,   an   annual   community-wide giving 

opportunity; and 
 “Please  Take  a  Seat”  campaign,  provides  the  opportunity  for  anyone  to  show  their  support  for  

the performing arts by naming a seat with an affixed plaque in the MHS Auditorium. 

As  MEF   continues   to   develop   a   greater   emphasis   on   the   “Friends   of   the   Foundation”   Annual   Appeal  
Campaign and the alumni base as successful revenue streams,   it recognizes that broad participation 
helps establish a culture of philanthropy that is vital to its success and sustainability.   Embarking on a 
new  effort  as  part  of   the  “Friends  of   the  Foundation”  campaign,  MEF enlisted the Montville Board of 
Education and Superintendent Pam Aubin to assist MEF with a payroll deduction option from nearly 600 
employees of the school district.  We also look forward to the support from municipal employees. 

In spite of the significant economic challenges, MEF was able to raise enough money to maintain the 
2010 level of funding.  We believe we have developed a program of high impact events that align with 
the MEF brand, providing pleasurable experiences for participants and high quality visibility for 
sponsors, but most importantly, strengthening our community as a whole by ensuring our citizens 
receive an opportunity for lifelong learning. 

MEF cannot continue to be successful without the participation and generosity of residents, corporate 
sponsors, local businesses, families and others.  Our appreciation of your commitment to our 
community and schools cannot be overstated.  On behalf of the volunteer board members who have or 
currently serve the MEF, I wish to thank the people of Montville and all who have supported us for your 
continued commitment to our crucial mission, and we look forward to the years ahead. 

         Linda Patton Heller 
         President 
                 

 

President’s  Message 
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Our Mission 
he Montville Education Foundation, Inc. is a  
non-profit corporation established for the 
purpose of promoting excellence in education 

within the Montville community by providing financial  
support for educational opportunities and programs for  
residents of all ages. 
 
 
 

Continue to focus on 
 

 Promoting a culture of community giving that 
provides sustained annual support; 

 Creating a consistent and compelling fundraising 
message that is delivered through diverse strategies 
to a community-wide audience; 

 Developing and enhancing partnerships with  
community, schools, alumni and businesses; 

 Strengthening and increasing the MEF Board of  
Directors. 

 
 

We work to 
 

 Fund impact-oriented community-wide 
projects and programs that enhance  lifelong 
learning; 

 Achieve	
  growth	
  in	
  MEF’s	
  resource	
  development	
   
efforts with an emphasis on diverse and sustainable 
revenue;  

 Promote a broad awareness and recognition of MEF 
through targeted branding and marketing efforts; 

 Uphold a highly accountable and efficient set of 
business operations. 

 
 

T 

 

 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Linda Patton Heller 
President 

 
Jeanette Ziegler 
Vice-President 

 
Brian McNamara 

Treasurer 
 

Nancy Thomas 
Secretary 

 
Jeffrey Buebendorf 

 
William	
  “Billy” Caron 

 
Donald Dykes 

 
Tina Grove 

 
Pamela Allen Kinder 

 
Michael Severino 

 
Laura Tanner 

 
Ex-Officio 

 
Brian Levesque 

Assistant Superintendent 
 

Mark Johnson 
Principal Oakdale Elem. School  

 
Christine Manville 

Board of Education Liaison 
 

Deborah Reed-Iler 
Board of Education Liaison 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Every Director contributes to MEF. 



2011 MEF Annual Report Page 4 

he grants that the Montville Education Foundation award, are fully dependent on the 

generosity of our donors who care about providing lifelong learning opportunities for our 

residents. Whether you choose to make your gifts to our annual campaign – The Friends of 

the Foundation – or participate in our fund fundraising events as a sponsor, donor, or 

attendee, you can be proud of making a direct impact. 

 

Focus on Family – A Technology Art Adventure 
 

 Bethany Bonner, a teacher at Oakdale School, was 
awarded  a  grant  for  $4,500.00  for  “A  Focus  on  the  
Family – A  Photography  Adventure.”  Bethany 

stated that her project goal was to develop a link 

“between	
  technology	
  skills	
  and	
  art	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  
enhance creative thinking & expression, problem 

solving, and higher order thinking skills. 

 

This grant provided an opportunity for the MEF 

Board to provide funding for the arts and bring 

new technology into the classroom. The award 

will be used to purchase Photoshop Elements, 

cameras and IPads for use by Oakdale Elementary School. Bonner is initially targeting students in 

fifth grade, hoping to introduce the program to 4th grade students. 

Figure 1(L) Jeanette Ziegler, MEF Vice-President, Bethany Bonner, Oakdale Elementary School recipient, Brian Levesque, 
Assistant Superintendent, Pamela Allen Kinder, MEF Board member, Linda Patton Heller, MEF President and Mark Johnson, 
Principal, Oakdale School. 

  

 After School Activities 
Program 

After School Activities Program was funded at 
Murphy Elementary School with a grant of 
$2,730.00.  Murphy had established a program 

through volunteer efforts and assistance from 

the school's community and was looking for 

ways to build on their success and broaden the 

program.  Funding allows the program to tap 

into outside vendors for additional hands-on 

and interactive learning--new and exciting 

pathways to learning can now be added and 

the classroom learning is extended through this program. It provides children with learning 

activities that they select so that learning suits their interests and they remain engaged in learning 

T 

2011 Innovative Grants 

Figure 2:  Back row L-R: Jeff Newton, Principal, Murphy 
Elementary School & Brian Levesque, Assistant 
Superintendent.  Front row L-R: Patricia Roberge, MEF Board 
member, Christine Manville, MEF Board member and Jeanette 
Ziegler, MEF Vice-President. 



2011 MEF Annual Report Page ͷ 

longer.  The team at Murphy hopes to extend the program to additional grades at the school and 

increase the enrollment in an already piloted and successful program. 

 

Summer Reading Challenge 
Summer Reading Challenge, funded with a grant for 2,270.00 is being offered through the Montville 

School system to "provide literacy opportunities for the town's families throughout the summer." 

According to the grant application, participating in these types of programs over the summer is 

critical to retention of reading skills and helps to minimize the decline in reading skills that can 

occur over extended breaks.  Objectives 

of the program include encouraging 

children to spend time reading and 

listening to stories; increasing reading 

achievement; providing enriched reading 

opportunities for families (story hours 

and book chats); getting parents involved 

at the elementary school level; and 

providing access to resources in the 

school libraries to families over the 

summer.  Students are encouraged to 

check books out over the summer and to 

attend programs at schools other than 

their own school.  

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 3: L-R: Laurie Pallin, Director of Curriculum & Instruction, 
Julie Perry, library media specialist and Brian Levesque, Assistant 
Superintendent.  

Grant Distribution by Fiscal Year 
2009 

Tyl Middle School: CCMC CD Project                                       $     847.00 
Mohegan Elementary: Raising Readers                                   $  2,000.00 

2010 
Montville Youth Services: Computers & Software               $  1,700.00 
Tyl  Middle:  Rachel’s  Challenge                                                                                                  $    1,500.00 
Palmer Academy: Stress Mgmt through Expressive Art      $   2,800.00 

2011 
Oakdale Elementary: Technology Art Adventure                  $  4,500.00 
Montville Schools: Summer Reading Program                       $  2,270.00 
Murphy Elementary: After School Activities Program          $  2,730.00 

                                                                                                   $18,347.00 
 

Now, more than ever, we need your support! 
 

Contributions to the Montville Education Foundation 
Stay right here in our community to benefit residents of all ages.  Make a 

direct  impact  on  education  and  promote  lifelong  learning…….join  our  effort. 
DONATE TODAY! 

 
                                                   

 

 

 

Grant Application Due Dates: 
April 30 & October 31 

 

 

Grants Continued    

jziegler
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he MEF offers different fundraisers and programs to foster community support for educa-
tional opportunities.  You can play a vital role in enhancing education for the Montville 
community and schools by contributing to one of these great programs.   
 

 
“Tee	
  it	
  up	
  for	
  Education”	
   
Annual Golf Tournament 
This golf tournament is held annually on 
the second Monday in August. The funds 
raised from this event help support MEF 
sponsored programs.  Our golfers, spon-
sors, and volunteers make this event pos-
sible. 
 
“Friends	
  of	
  the	
  Foundation” 
Annual Appeal Campaign 

This option allows an annual giving oppor-
tunity for organizations, businesses, parents  
and citizens to make a real impact by putting 
their charitable dollars to work in	
  “their”	
  
community.  As a Friend you will be making a 
real and lasting difference to our community.  
No contribution is too small!   
 
“Please	
  Take	
  a Seat”	
  Campaign 
This new option is an once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to celebrate your family, friends, 
business or the memory of a loved one by 
naming a seat at the Montville High School  
 

 
Auditorium. Taking part in this campaign is 
an important way to be recognized - demon-
strating your ongoing support of the perform-
ing arts at Montville High. 
 
S.M.I.L.E. Recognition Program 
This program allows parents, students or 
anyone to make a contribution to the MEF 
in the name of an outstanding teacher, coach, 
daycare provider or anyone who deserves 
recognition.  In return for their hard work 
and dedication, the honoree will receive a 
S.M.I.L.E. certificate.  The donation given to 
the MEF will return to the community 
through grants awarded. 
 
Employee Payroll Deduction   
This is a new option for Montville District 
employees who want to support the MEF.  
Employees, who enroll in the payroll de-
duction program, have a small amount of 
money withheld from their pay every 
week.  The resulting funds help the Foun-
dation grow and expand its granting capac-
ity.

 
 
 
 
 
 

T 

MEF Fundraisers 

The Directors of the Montville Education Foundation, Inc. encourage you to 
make a real impact by putting your chartable dollars to work right here, right 

now—to serve “our” Montville community and schools. 

To date, MEF has awarded $18,347.00 in support.  Your donations make this 
possible. 
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We depend on your generosity to 
continue our work. 
 
Sponsor one of our fundraising 
events, or register to attend.  Join 
us as a Friend of the Foundation 
by sending a tax-deductable 
donation. Show your 
appreciation to someone who has 
made a difference in your life or 
your	
  child’s	
  life. 
 
However you choose to partner 
with us, know that your 
contributions to the Montville 
Education Foundation, Inc. 
remain in our community to 
benefit our citizens. 
 
MEF is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) 
corporation.  Contributions to the 
Foundation are tax-deductable to 
the fullest extent of the law. 
__________________________ 

Friends Annual Appeal Levels 
Patrons $1,000 + 
Leaders $750 + 
Partners $500 + 
Contributors $250 + 
Friends $100 + 
Supporters $1 - $99 
__________________________ 
 
Golf Tournament Sponsorship 
Levels 
Platinum Sponsor $1,750 
Gold Sponsor $1,100 
Silver Sponsor $850 
Course Signage Plus $250 
Course Signage $100 
 

 

Thank You to Our Donors! 
The generosity of the following has made it possible for the 
Montville Education Foundation to continue its mission of 

promoting excellence in education for the Montville community: 
 
 

 
 
 

MEF’S  Annual  Appeal  Campaign 
Patrons 

Bob Kaufman & Joann Chapel 
 

Leaders 
 

Partners 
Jeffrey and Candy Buebendorf 

Harry & Linda Patton Heller 
Montville Administrators Association 

 
Contributors 

Heller, Heller & McCoy, Attorneys 
Brian & Brenda McNamara 

 
Friends 

Joseph & Sandra Beardy 
William  “Billy”  &  Deborah Allen Caron 

Leo Chapuska 
Joe & Lauren Danao 

Donald Dykes 
Bruce & Deborah Fowler 

Mark & Jill Johnson 
Chris & Pamela Allen Kinder 

Brian & Angela Levesque 
Dan & Christine Manville 

Robert R. Mitchell, Jr. 
Michael & Brenda Severino 

Nancy Thomas 
Charles & Madelyn Treat, Jr. 

Lou & Jeanette Ziegler 
 
 It is with sincere appreciation that we thank The 

Mohegan Tribe and the Mohegan Sun Casino for 
their support, our volunteers for their time and 

efforts, all Pro Bono donations and a special thank 
you to Sue Millovitsch for her Pro Bono services, 

hosting and maintaining the MEF website. 
 

Friends of the 
  Foundation 
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Board Departures 



Unaudited Financials 
12/31/2011

Income Statement Balance Sheet
Tournament Income 22,705.00$     Checking Balance 23,038.85$     (Bank balance as of 12-31-11)

Less Tournament expenses (12,745.50)$    CD Balance 5,097.53$       (Bank balance as of 12-31-11)

Net Tournament Income 9,959.50$       CD Balance 5,141.86$       (Bank balance as of 12-31-11)

Art Show Income -$                Board Restricted Account

Art Show Expenses -$                Take a Seat (Savings Account) 400.01            (Bank balance as of 12-31-11)

Net Art Show Income -$                

Total Cash Balance 33,678.25$     

Sky Box @ Mohegan Sun -$                

Less Expenses -$                Less outstanding checks -$                (0 items)

Net Concert Income -$                Net Cash Balance 33,678.25$     

Soprano's Dinner Income 2,000.00$       

Soprano's Dinner Expenses (2,200.00)$      

Net Soprano's Income (200.00)$         

Take A Seat Income 400.00$          

Take A Seat Expenses -$                

Net Take A Seat Income 400.00$          

Annual Fund & Smile Income 6,223.00$       

Interest Income 120.30$          

Other Income 0.15$              

Grants (9,500.00)$      

Other Expenses (2,191.37)$      

Net Other Income (5,347.92)$      

Net Income Total 4,811.58$       Net Worth 33,678.25$     
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